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SELLING CHINA.

A SECRET COMPACT.

Owing to the opposition of the White Powers, Japan failed in 1915 to extort from Yuan Shih-kai Group vV of
the Twénty-One Demands. This part ‘of the. Demarche contained demands which ‘aimed at' the control and subjection
of the public life of China by and to Japan. Among other grave things, the ananese Government insisted on the. cuntrnl of -
the Chinese Army and its supply of arms and ammunition. &
What the brutal diplomacy of Marquis Okuma and Viscount Kato failed to euct in spite of the rattling ni—swurd:-
the subtler and-more dangerous statecraft of the present Japanese Government. may secure unless the Nation rouses itself and
drives away from the seat of power the perverse mind that is now hastening the cduntry into revolution as well as alien bondage.

A sinister transaction is.now under negotiation between Peking and Tokyo. These are the facts which come
to us from a responsible guarter, Count Terauchi, the Japanese Premier, has communieated to the “Chinese Government”
the terms of a secret compact, consisting of twenty item$. One of these items provides for a loan of Yen 100,000,000,
whereof Yen 20,000,000 are to be devﬂted to the reorganisation of three Chinese Arsenals with Japanese co-operation.
These . Arsenals are the . Kiangnan Arsenal at Bhanghai, the Hanyang = Arsenal at Hankow and the
Kunghsien Arsenal in Honan._ The last-named t=nal was started by Yuoan Shih-kai  and formed
an important part of his scheme of military domination of China. The Usuorper- died before it was completed,
although a great portion of the plants of the Kiangnan Arsenal and the Hanyang Arsenal was detached and
removed to Honan for its construction. The _balance of Yen 80,000,000 is to be wused for -the creation
of a modern Chinese army on the lines of the one which Yuan Shib-kai intended to create in connexion with his aforesaid
scheme of dominating China under his Imperial regime. Influenced by Manchu military ideas, Yuan Shih-kai conceived
the plan- of raising an army with its headquarters in his native province of Honan which would enable him to hold his
Chiang Chuns or prbvincial Field-Marshals in subjection. When he died, a great camp was a-building in Honan near to the
ancient capital of the Choun Dynasty; and here- he pldnfied to. mass his Imperial hordes and to coerce modern China into
“fear and trembling.” The great barracks are unfinished; and Yuan died before his eye could see what his powerful but
treacherous brain conceived. : . i - :

Considerable progress has-been made in the negotiations. At this moment thefe are two Japarese agents in China
who are entrasted with the task of completing the deal. Their- names in Chinese are. Chu Tse (®¥&) who is
believed to be a Japanese Major-General of the name of Chikyyasu, and Chuan Chi (MI&), a Technical expert of the name
of Kawasaki. These two men—accompanied by a Sectional Chief in the Military Supply Department of the
Ministry of War—left Peking at the beginning of the week to go to Honan to mspect the Kunghslcn Arsml
From here they will proceed to visit the Hanyang Arsenal and the Kiangnan Arsenal

The present scheme of Tuan Chi-jui appears to be the completion of his Master's scheme with the assistance
of the Japanese. Though his soul was loaded with great iniquities, Yuan Shih-kai was too astute to lend himself to the
furtherance of Japanese aims in China. Ttm is reserved for a mind whose ignorance and stubbornness is interpreted

n: strenm:h by fml: and knaves.
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